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A HISTORY OF POSTAGE STAMPS 
BEING 
A REVISED LIST 
OF THE 
POSTAGE STAMPS AND STAMPED ENVELOPES 
OF ALL NATIONS 
By % . sCCr sd. 


Continued from page 106. 


Mr. Reay’s contract for manufacturing U. S. envelopes for four years being 
about to expire, proposals for the next term were advertised for, and finally the 
contract to supply stamped envelopes of the same sizes, colors and di signs as 
those then in use was awarded to the Plimpton Manufacturing 
Hartford, Conn., muchtothe chagrin of the old contractors, who made strenu- 

the new firm from complying with the terms of their 


Compar vy of 


ous efforts to prevent 
agreement; the most important ol which, to stamp collectors, was refusing to 
deliver or sell the old dies, and then, by employing every competent die-sinker 


s 


— 


in the country, prevented them from producing acceptable dies to print from: 
however the P. O. Department concluded to accept temporarily such substi 
tutes as could be procured, trusting to the ability of the new contractors to 
supply work of the requisite fineness after the pressure was overcome. Such 
are the facts that are responsible for the mat y varieties of lies of the P mpton 
series. 


Sixth series 1874. 
Manufactured by the Plimpton Manufacturing Company of Hartford, Conn.) 


welve values. Chirte designs. For cut specimens sixty € va ( 

Designs. As has been hinted above the stamps are all copies of the same 
values of th preceding issue. Mur pu shers have s ad ¢ rravings of 
both issues as complete as the authorities w a v, these we shall use side 
by side and call attention to the salient features of profile and frame instead 
of recapitulating the description of the stamp which would necessarily be in 
the same words as used forthe Reay set. One peculiarity common to the 


last dies of all values is the raised lines on the numerals of value or inthe case 
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PLIMPTON SHAPES. 
COPY OF REAY SHAPES. 
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of the seven on the numeral disks; these lines can rarely be seen in the Reay 
dies and is therefore the best genera distinguishing feature. 

Sizes and Shapes.—The sizes remain as before with one addition known as 
No. 4% and named “Commercial” the measure 87x149 mm. (334x57% in.) 
The knives first employed were a close copy of those used by Reay, but as 
they wore out were replaced by others having the flap more rounded and other 
slight differences. There are many different knives used in making the same 
sized envelope before the issue becomes obsolete, each showing some slight 
variation from the standard, but as these differences are not intentional we 
make no pretence of cataloguing them. The miniature diagrams heretofore 
used in jescribing the shapes are not ‘sufficiently clear when the differences 
are as slight as found in this and following issues and to give full-sized cuts 
would occupy much space and cause great confusion in finding, we have 
therefore prepared a single full-sized diagram which takes in all shapes and 
sizes under “‘ official.’’ By laying the envelope face upwards and flap up on the 
diagram any shape can at once be located as the name and number will be 
found directly above the envelope when correctly placed. The new shape for 
Official and Extra Official envelopes is well illustrated in miniature as 
heretofore. 


Shape 30, 


Paper and Water-marks.—TYhe papers used in the series are the same as 
heretofore with several additions and now comprise the following: White, 
Amber (two qualities), Cream, Blue, Fawn, Orange or Dark Buff and Manilla 
The regular water-mark is a close copy of that used by Reay. A special de 
sign for the centennial issue was also provided. ‘Through carelessness or 
economy this paper was used on some other envelopes, and paper water-marked 
for the Post Office Department envelopes has occasionally been made up into 
envelopes for sale to the public. 


Die A. Reay Die. 


One cent.—Distinguishing features.—Bust comes to a corner at back near 
the frame. Lettering of value very badly engraved. 








1874 Nov. 1. 1c. 
Ic. 
1c. 
1c. 
2c. 


1c. 





blue 
blue 
blue 
light blue 
blue 
blue 


Die B. 


Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Full Letter 

Full Letter 
Extra Letter 
Wrapper 
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23 


23 
28 
24 
29 


160x240 


White. 


Amber. 
Orange. 
Orange. 
Orange. 
Manilla. 


One cent.—Distinguishing features.—Bust nearly equi distant from frame 


at all points. 
248 
249 


1875 Feb. Ic. 
IC. 
Ic. 
IC. 
Ic. 
5C. 
Ic. 
1c, 
1c. 
Ic. 
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Die A. 
Two 
cular. 


cents.— Distinguishing 
Numerals thin and 
258 1874 Nov. 1 2¢. 
2c. 
2c. 
2c. 
Nov. 1 2c. 


aC 


blue 

blue 

dark blue 
dark blue 
light blue 
dark blue 
dark blue 
light blue 
dark blue 
light blue 


feature.— Letterin 
in circles. 


chocolate 
chocolate 
chocolate 
chocolate 
chocolate 
vermilion 


Die B. 


Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Extra Letter 
Extra Letter 
Extra Letter 
Wrapper 
Wrapper 


Reay Die. 
or 
5 


Ordinary Letter 


Ordinary Letter 


Full Letter 
Extra Letter 


Wrapper = 158x2 


Wrapper 


23 
23 
28 
24 
24 
29 
26 
26 


160x240 
140X240 


indistinct. 


>2 
at) 
>2 
ra 
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20 


241 


) } 
Periods 


Lettering bold and distinct periods after U. S. circular. 


White. 
Amber. 
Orange. 
Orar.ge. 
Orange. 
Orange. 
Orange. 
Orange. 
Manilla. 
Manilla. 


CIT- 


White. 

Amber. 
Orange. 
Orange. 
Manilla 
Manilla 


Two cents.— Distinguishing features.—Shape of numerals in ovals. 
bad £ 
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264 1874 Dec.15 2c. chocolate Ordinary Letter 23 White 

265 2c. chocolate Ordinary Letter 23 Amber. 
266 2c. chocolate Full Letter 28 Orange. 
267 2c. chocolate Extra Letter 29 Orange 
268 2c. chocolate Wrapper 160x242 Manilla. 


-Shape of numerals in o 
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. chocolate Ordinary Lette 


chocolate Ordinary Letter 

vermilion Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Lette 
| | Lette 
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Wrappe 
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rhree cents.— Distinguishing features. 
erals in ovals. 


1874 Nov. 1 


y green Note 
. green Note 
. green Ordinary Letter 
.. green Ordinary Letter 
*. green Ordinary Letter Amber(3) 
>. green Ordinary Letter Cream. 
*. green Full Letter } White. 
>. green Full Letter 3 Amber. 
. green Full Letter Amber(3) 
. green Full Letter Cream. 
*. green Extra Letter White. 
. green Extra Letter Amber. 
1876 May 3c. green Extra Letter Amber(3) 
1874 3c. green Extra Letter Cream. 

>. green Official Cream. 


tN 


Amber (2) 
White. 
Amber. 
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Three cents.— Distinguishing features.—Lettering large and clear. Num- 
erals in ovals and well shaped. Front of bust near frame and curved at some 
distance from it. 

293 1875 Jan. . green Note 

294 3c. green Note 

295 c. green Ordinary Letter 
296 ». green Ordinary Letter 
297 1876 May 3c. green “Ordinary Letter 
298 1875 . green Ordinary Letter 
299 . green Ordinary Letter 


White. 
Amber (2 
White. 
Amber 
Amber (3) 
Cream. 


Blue. 
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300 
301 
302 
393 
3°4 
3°95 
306 
3°7 
308 
399 
310 
311 
312 
313 
314 
315 
316 
317 
318 
319 
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>. green 
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. green 


>. green 
>. green 
>. green 


. green 
. green 


>. green 


. green 
. green 


>» green 


. green 
. green 
. green 
. green 
. green 


>. green 


we 
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Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Commercial 
Commercial 
Commercial 
Commercial 
Commercial 
Extfa Letter 
Extra Letter 
Extra Letter 
Extra Letter 
Extra Letter 
Official 
Official 
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White. 
Amber. 
Amber.(3) 
Cream. 
White. 
Amber. 
Cream 
glue. 
White. 
Amber 
Cream. 
Fawn. 
Blue. 
White. 
Amber. 
Amber(3) 
Cream. 
Blue. 
Cream. 
Fawn. 


Embossed profile of Taylor to left on solid oval disk; uv. s. PosTaGE above, 


FIVE CENTS below; thick topped numerals in ovals at sides. 


320 
3521 
322 
323 
324 
325 
326 


1875 Aug. 


5¢ 


5c. 
5c. 
5¢C. 


5c 


5c. 


5c. 


. blue 
blue 
blue 
blue 
blue 
blue 
blue 


Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Comfercial 
Commercial 
Commercial 
Official 


24 
24 
24 
25 
25 
25 
2I 


White. 


Amber. 


Blue. 
White. 
Amber. 
Blue. 
Cream. 





Die B. 


Same as last; numerals at sides, straight thin tops. 
1875 Oct. c. blue Commercial 
sc. blue Commercial 


Plimpton Die. Reay Die. 
Six cents.—Distinguishing features.—Lock of hair cut forehead; 
draping on bust heavier ; numerals larger 
ull Letter 2 White. 
ull Letter 2 Amber. 
ull Letter ? Amber (3) 
ull Letter 8 Cream. 
. bright red ull Letter White. 
. bright red ull Lette: Ambet 
. bright red Full Letter Cream. 
. bright red Commercial White. 
bright red Commercial Ambet 
. bright red Commercial Cream. 
. bright red Extra Letter White. 
>. bright red Extra Letter Amber. 
. bright red Extra Letter Cream. 
>. bright red Extra Lette White. 
>. bright red Extra Lette Amber. 
1876 May bright red Extra Lette Amber (3) 
1874 bright red Extra Letter 26 Cream. 
. bright red Official 2 White. 
. bright red Official Amber. 
. bright red Official Cream 
. bright red Official 30 ©6WWhite. 
>. bright red Official 30 Amber. 
. bright red Official 30 Cream 
. bright red Extra Official White. 
bright red Extra Official Amber. 
. bright red Extra Official ¢ 21 Amber. 
1876 May . bright red Extra Official 21 Cream. 


1874 Dec. °6c. bright red 
6c. bright red 
6c. bright red 

.. bright red 
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+ No watermark, 
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Plimpton Die. Reay Die. 


Seven cents.— Distinguishing feature.—Ends of figure 7 at sides turn up. 
1875 Jan. 7c. vermilion Full Letter 28 Amber. 

7c. vermilion Fill Letter 28 Amber(:‘ 
24 Amber(: 


7c. vermilion Full Letter 


Plimpton Die A. 


Ten cents.—Distinguishing feature.—Very large head. 
1874 Dec. 1oc. chocolate Full Letter 

360 roc. chocolate Full Letter 

roc. chocolate Full Letter 

roc. chocolate ‘ull, Letter 


Plimpton Die B. Reay Die. 


Ten cents.—Distinctive features.—Profile slightly smaller; queue more to 
back; in Reay die, it lies on the bust; entire ear shows. 

363 1875 Jan. toc. brown Full Letter 24 White. 
364 roc. brown Full Letter 24 Amber. 
305 toc. brown Commercial 25 White. 
366 1oc. brown Commercial 25 Amber. 
367 roc. brown Official 21 White. 
368 roc. brown Official 21 Amber. 


Plimpton Die. Reay Die. 


Twelve cents.—Distinctive features.—Point of bust follows curve of frame; 
entire ear shows. 
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1876 May 


Plimpton Die. 


Dec. 


1 frame terminate 


PHILATELY. 


violet-black 
violet- black 
violet-black 
violet-black 
violet-black 
violet-black 


T2c. 
12c, 
12c, 
12c, 
12C. 


12c. 


Official! 
Official 
Official 
Extra Official 
Extra Official 
Extra Official 


White. 
Amber. 
Cream. 
White. 
Amber. 
Cream. 


Reay Die. 


Whiskers 


sature. 


upton Die. Reay Die. 


at 


Distinguishing f { 
in points instead 
24c. | 
24C 
24C. 
24C. 
24C 
24C. 


ure yy 


ot squat > as il 
Qincia 


right purp 
bright pur] 


bright purple Offic 


i 


le Officia \mber. 
Cream. 
White. 
\mber. 


Cream. 


a 
bright purple Extra Off 
bright purple Extra 

bright purple Extra 


Clal 
Official 


(othcial 


Reay Die. 


Thirty Cents.—Distinguishing feature.—Back of bust broad, in Reay die it 
is narrow. 
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1875 Jan. 30c. black Official 21 White. 
30c. black Official 21 Amber. 
30c. black Official 1 Cream. 
30c. black Extra Official 21 White. 
30c. black Extra Official 21 Amber. 

1876 May 30c. black Extra Official 21 Cream. 


Plimpton Die. 


Ninety cents.—-Distinguishing feature. —Inner points of shields extend on to 
the disk and do not touch oval line. 
393 1875 Jan. goc. Carmine Official 21 White. 
394 goc. Carmine Official 21 Amber! 
395 goc. carmine Official 21 Cream. 
396 goc. carmine Extra Official 21 White. 
397 goc. Carmine Extra Official 21 Amber. 
398 1876 May goc. carmine Extra Official 21 Cream. 


CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE ISSUE. 

Device on poly-sided shield representing the modes of carrying the mails 
when our goverment was founded and at its centennial. Upper half, post- 
horse and rider galloping to left; posrace on ribbon above, 1776 and U. S. 
at top. Lower half, Locomotive with tender and mail car, telegraph pole and 
wires above; THREE CENTS on ribbon below, at botton 1876. These were 
manufactured at the Plimpton Co’s. works at Hartford and during the Exhi- 
bition in the building. ‘The die from which the latter were struck off was 
damaged in the transfer and shows a double line under the word postage. 
Originally manufactured on the regular paper of the series they were afterwards 
printed on paper water-marked with a monogram composed of U. S. C. and 
date. 


399 ©1876, May, 3c. green, Philadelphia l'ransfer, Full Letter, 24 White. 
400 3c.red, Hartford Transfer, Commercial,25 White. 
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1876, May, 3c. green, Hartford ‘Transfer, Full Letter, 24 Whit 

3c. green, Philadelphia ‘Transfer, Full Letter, 24 White 

403 3c.red, Hartford Transfer, Commercial,z5 Whit« 
REGULAR ISSUE. 


Stamps of last die, regular issue; water-marked in error, U.S. C. 1876. 
404 1876 Nov .. green Note White. 
>. green Ordinary Letter 3 White. 
. green Full Letter 2 White. 
. green Commercial 5 White. 
>. green Extra Letter White. 
>. bright red Official 2 White 
6c. bright red Extra Officia 2 White 


~ 


$95 
400 
$07 
406 
$09 
410 


Same as last: water-marked in error, U. S. POSTAL SERVICE, 


N\A Ce W WG Wo 


O 


411 1876 Oct, 3c. green Full Letter 24 Amber 
412 3c. green Full Letter 24 Blue. 


Seventh series 1878. 

Manufactured by the Plimpton Manufacturing C,, of Hartford, in conjunction 
with the Morgan Envelope Co., of Springfield, Mass 

Three new designs. For cut specimens twelve additional varieties. 

Designs.—The last dies prepared by the Plimpton Co. remain in use 
supplemented by a new die, of each of the 2 and 3c; these are both very rare, 
having been but little used. The 5c. brown, portrait of Garfield supplants 
the Taylor profile of same value, toward the close of the contract period. 

Sizes and Shapes.—'The sizes remain the same although from the looser 
mode of folding occasional slight variations will be found. The knife is 
somewhat different the side flaps being cut lower. We annex a full size dia- 
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gram which will clearly show the difference, "the ene 4 of former flap being 
added for comparison. ‘This also illustrates the difference between “round ” 
and “ square” gum, a subject which interests some collectors, although for our 


part as it has no official significance, we do not think the difference worth col- 
lecting ; nearly all can be found both ways. 


YW) YY 
7 an Dy 








ee 
ee, 


Punap 
wN. 


: PLIMBTON 2.8 SHAPE 
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Paper and Water mark.— The paper remains the same as _ before, 


watermarks are reinforced by additions at stated intervals; the 
classified under the water-marks as the easiest mode of identificatior 


sets 


OLD U.S. P. O. D. 


1878 Oct. 1c 
Ic. 
Ic. 


413 
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MONOGRAM W. 


blue 
blue 
blue 
blue 
blue 


. vermilion 
>. vermilion 
> vermilion 


vermilion 


». vermilion 
. green 
. green 
. green 
. green 
>. green 
. green 
>. green 
. green 
. green 
>. green 
>. green 
. green 


ATER-MARK., 


Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Full Letter 
Extra Letter 
Wrapper 
Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Commercial 
Commercial 
Wrapper 
Note 
Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Ordinary Letter 
Full Letter 

Full Letter 

Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Full Letter 
Commercial 


140X240 


140X240 


White. 
\mber. 
Orange. 
Orange 
Manilla. 
White. 
Amber 
Cream. 
Fawn. 
Manilla. 
White. 
White. 
Amber. 
Blue. 
Cream. 
Fawn. 
White. 
Amber, 
Blue. 
Cream. 
Fawn. 
White. 
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435 3c. green Commercial Amber. 
436 3c. green Commercial Blue. 
437 3c. green Commercial Cream. 
438 3c green Commercial Fawn 
439 3c. green Extra Letter White. 
440 3c. green Extra Letter Amber. 
441 3c. green Extra Letter Blue. 
442 3c. green Extra Letter Cream 
443 3c. green Extra Letter Fawn. 
444 3c. green Official Cream. 
445 3c. green Official Fawn 
446 5c. blue Full Letter White 
447 5c. blue Full Letter Amber 
448 5c. blue Full Letter Blue. 
449 5c. blue Commercial White 
450 5c. blue Commercial Amber. 
451 5c. blue Commercial Blue. 
452 5c. blue Official Cream. 
453 5c. blue Official Fawn. 
454 6c. bright red Commercial White. 
455 6c. bright red Commercial Amber 
456 6c. bright red Commercial Cream 
457 6c. bright red Commercial Fawn. 
458 6c. bright red Official White. 
459 6c. bright red Official Amber. 
460 6c. bright red Official Cream. 
461 6c. bright red Official Fawn. 
462 roc. brown Commercial White 
463 1oc. brown Coinmercial Amber 
464 10oc. brown Official White. 
465 10c. brown Official Amber 


Same stamps and shapes water-mark 
water-mark. 


REGULAR WATER-MARK WITH ADDITION OF STAR 
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1c. blue Commercial \mber. 
1c. blue Commercial Blue. 
1c. blue Commercial Fawn. 
tc. blue Extra [etter White. 
ic. blue Extra Letter Amber. 
1c. blue Extra Letter Orange. 
1c. blue Wrapper 140x240 Manilla. 
>. vermilion Ordinary Letter White. 
>. vermilion Ordinary Letter Amber. 
* vermilion Full Letter White. 
> vermilion Full Letter Amber. 
.. vermilion Commercial White. 
» vermilion Commercial Amber. 
» vermilion Commercial Blue. 
> vermilion Commercial Fawn. 
. vermilion Extra Letter White. 
. vermilion Extra Letter Amber. 
. vermilion Wrapper Manilla. 


?) 
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Die D. 


Two cents.—Distinguishing feature.—Head rounder than other varieties; 

bottom of bust cut away almost semicircular. 

493 1879 Oct. 2c. vermilion Full Letter White. 

494 2c. vermilion Ful! Letter Amber. 
495 2c. vermilion Wrapper 160x240 Manilla. 
496 1879 3c. green Note White. 
497 3c. green Ordinary Letter White. 
498 3c. green Ordinary Letter Amber. 
499 >. green Ordinary Letter Blue. 
500 *. green Ordinary Letter Fawn. 
501 . green Full Letter White. 
502 . green Full Letter Amber. 
503 . green Full Letter Blue. 
504 c. green Full Letter Fawn. 
505 . green Commercial White. 
506 3c. green Commercial Amber. 
507 3c. green Commercial Blue. 
508 3c. green Commercial Fawn. 
509 3c. green Extra Letter White. 
510 3c. green Extra Letter Amber. 
511 3c. green Extra Letter Blue. 
512 3c. green Extra Letter Fawn 
513 3c. green Official Amber. 
514 3c. green Official Fawn. 
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Die E. 


Three cents.—Distinguishing features.—Top of head egg-shaped instead 
round; knot of queue quite prominent; front of bust 1 mm. from oval. 


. green Extra Letter White. 
Extra Letter Amber. 
Extra Letter Blue. * 
A Full Letter White. 
> Full Letter White. 
3 Full Letter Amber. 
. blue Die B Full Letter Blue. 
.. blue Die A Commercial White. 
lue Die A Commercial Amber. 
lue Die A Commercial Blue. 
vue Die B Commercial White. 
> Die B Commercial Amber. 
B Commercial Blue. 
B Commercial glue. 
> blue Die A Official Fawi 
.. blue Die B Official Faw! 
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*Catalogued by Sterling. 
+ Wove paper no water-mark. 


Embossed profile of Garfield to left on solid oval disk; U. s. POSTAGE al 
FIVE CENTS below; numerals of value in ovals at sides. 
1 1880 c. brown Full Lette White. 
. brown Full Letter Amber. 
. brown Full Letter Blue. 
>. brown Commercial White 
>». brown Commercial Amber. 
c. brown Commercial Blue. 
5c. brown Official Fawn. 
. bright red Commercial White. 
.. bright red Commercial Amber. 
. bright red Commercial Fawn, 
. bright red Extra Letter White. 
. bright red Extra Letter Amber. 
>. bright red Official White. 
. bright red Official Amber. 
>. bright red Official Fawn. 
> bright red Extra Official White. 
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1879 1oc. brown Commercial White. 
10oc brown Commercial Amber. 
10c. brown Official White. 
1oc. brown Official Amber 
15c. Orange Extra Official White. 
30c. black Extra Official White. 
goc. Carmine Extra Official White. 


SAME WATER-MARK WITH ADDITION OF 82. 


. blue Full Letter White. 
. blue Full Letter Amber. 
>. blue Full Letter Orange. 
». blue Commercial White. 
». blue Commercial Amber. 
. blue Commercial Blue. 
». blue Commercial Fawn. 
». blue Extra Letter White. 
. blue Extra Letter Amber. 
>. blue Extra Letter Orange. 
> vermilion Full Letter White, 
. vermilion Full Letter Amber. 
. vermilion Commercial White. 
.. vermilion Commercial Amber. 
». vermilion® Commercial Blue. 
.. vermilion Commercial Fawn. 
. vermilion Extra Letter White 
. vermilion Extra Letter \ mber. 
. green Note White 
3c. green Ordinary Letter White. 
. green Ordinary Letter \mber 
green Ordinary Letter Blue 
. green Ordinary Letter Fawn. 
>. green Full Letter White. 
. green Full Letter \mber. 
». yreen Full Letter Blue. 
». green Full Letter Fawn, 
. green ‘ommercial White. 
». green commercial \mbe 
green ‘ommercia Blue 
. green ‘ommercial Faw 
green {xtra Letter Whit 
>. green “xtra Letter Amber. 
*. green =xtra Letter Blue. 
3c. green Extra Letter Fawn. 
. green Official Fawn. 
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W hit 
Full Lette: 
Commer 
Commer 
Othicia 
Commert 
Commer 


Official 
Extra Offic 

roc. brown Officia 

roc. brow! Official 
black Extra Offi 
carmine Extra Off 
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(Continued 


REVENUE OR FISCAL STAMPS 


the late E. »mberton) from w 


Philatelical Journal”’ ot 


‘¢ There is now 1 mz 


ovember 


rht "\ 1 be proper to extract the 
) 


Anile 
‘a stamp, no 
‘everything m 
‘postage-stamps, we may salely assert 
e passed thre 
1isg isted 
“uCea OY OU? vn 
nearly every one relinquished them. 
and many amateurs, whom we could 


~ 


“disgust. ‘The present mania is commencing with bung-labels ; 
“stamps, and will finish with reel-tops and the lunatic asylum. What 
“ the use of fostering a lot of Fiscais of which no one can ever hope 
“the hundredth part? Duties payable to Governments have 

‘collected by means of stamps, that it is not likely that anything 

“ pletion can be obtained. In the name of common sense, remove 

“from our midst before we have disgusted our 

“and before the whole thing bursts ¢o the injury o 

“assuredly will before two more years are completed. 

‘to take root, we shall do so knowing that we are choking Philately, ) it 
“has attained some of that age, which appears indispensable to remove the 
“idea of puerility from the public mind. Collect fiscals if you derive enjoy- 
‘ment from it, but remember you can never attain anything like complete- 
‘‘ness, and that the accretion of a pile of bung, gargle, horse-salve, match 
‘box and other labels with your postage stamps, is more likely to degenerate 
“stamp” collecting into puerility, than anything else you can do. For our 
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‘‘own part, we should not like to possess pages adorned (?) by a huge label 
“of somebody’s ‘ Essence of Ginger’; ‘ Dose for a Grown Person, One Tea- 
“ spoonful’; ‘ For a Child, 10 to 12 years old, Half a Teaspoonful,’ etc., and 
“*To be given in Sugar and Water.’ Admitted that fiscal stamps shew 
“the payment of tax or duty to Government, it is for no service rendered, 
“but is so much mulcted from the public. How can the adhesives alone be 
“taken, and the impressed stamps rejected, by any argument that ‘a stamp’ 
“(postal or fiscal) shews payment of a tax or duty? If it be seen that we 
“are now going to collect every label that has gum at the back, ///s depart- 
“ment of our Journal ( Bogus Novelt.es) will require permanent enlargement.” 

Perhaps it is sufficient for me to say that I echo these sentiments, but | 
cannot suffer the opportunity to pass without an expression of some views of 
my own upon the subject. 

I consider that the publishers of this Journal have not acted in the interests 
of true philatelists (to put it mildly) when they inserted, in a postage-stamp 
album, pages devoted entirely to United States Fiscal and Telegraph Stamps. 
If we are to be thus annoyed by this uncalled-for intrusion, w hy not pile on 
the agony by similar additions in the case of every other country which has 
ever issued similar labels, and why not go the whole figure, and let us have 
spaces for those peculiarly phrased medicine stamps, whose presence would 
grace the library table of the most erudite. My innate modesty forbids an 
enlargement upon this point, but ‘*‘ he who runs may read.” 

The stamps in question have no right in a Postage Stamp album, and I con 
sider it a highly inconsiderate act upon the part of our publishers, which it is 
fondly hoped will not be repeated in the next edition. I will admit that 
** business is business,” and that it is always well to work off old or surplus 
stock, but hardly in this way. As the case uow stands, collectors using the 
‘“‘ International” are forced either to collect these stamps, or to leave in a blank 
condition six entire pages, which is not fair to the collector, to say the least 

As far as I am concerned, I leave them severely alone, having never tried 
them but once and then very soon quitting in disgust. When it is found that 
it requires, say, 150 pages to catalogue all the varieties (?) of those issued in 
this country alone, it is a good time to cry a halt, and ask ourselves whither 
all this tends. 

It is an aphorism of long standing and good repute, that what is worth 
doing at all is worth doing well. Now I wish to put this question seriously to 
al who read this Journal (may they soon be numbered as the leaves of the 
trees and the sands of the shore) and to ask, zs it possible (time and means 
being taken into due consideration) to do justice to the collection, in a truly 
careful, painstaking and scientific manner, of Postage Stamps, Entire Envel- 
opes, Post Cards and Fiscals ? 

Either of these divisions forms a study and expense in itself, and yet, how 
many collectors do we find, particularly among our foreign born philatelists, 
who rush blindly into all four divisions ? Asa natural consequence, special re- 
sults are neglected for the sake of the general good, and the finale is generally 
bad. 

For my part, I find my hands full when I properly undertake the study of 
postage stamps and cut envelopes only, and I thank my stars that I am not 
obliged as well to devote my energies to other branches of far less interest to 
me. I knew what the result would be and therefore I adhere to the line | 
laid down at the beginning of my philatelic career, having, as stated before, 
only diverged therefrom as an experiment, and very soon finding out my 
error. 
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STAMPS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS. 


Here we have the height of absurdity to my way of thinking. The craze 


for these interesting mementos began when attention was attracted to the 
Local Stamps of the United and Confederate States. Every one appeared 
to doubt the genuineness of a local stamp that was not upon the original en 
velope or letter, and the opportunity was eagerly grasped by certain enter 
prising, though mercenary parties, who ground out (slowly or rapidly, accord 
ing to the demand) all sorts of genuine (?) locals, and all upon the originad, 
time-worn documents, which found a ready sale at home and abroad. This 
lasted as long as such operations usually do, and then the bubble burst and we 
all breathed freer, for, after that, we were reasonably sure that not more than one 
local per week would be resuscitated, whereas, before, who could number 
them ? 

My own feeling in this matter is that I want stamps that I know are genu- 
ine, either from my own observation or from the endorsement or guarantee of 
some philatelic authority. I wouldn’t give a snap of my finger if I had to 
back up the authenticity of my stamps by producing them all affixed to the 
original letter, or attached to a letter of guarantee from the source of supply 

\ simple endorsement of the guarantor’s name upon the back is ample se- 
curity for me 

Another thing to be considered is, that, unless detached from the docu- 
ment, a stamp can not be neatly displayed upon the pages of one’s album 
To be sure the whole cumbersome affair may be implanted there —lock, stock 
and barrel—and a sweet looking object it is when so piaced. I don’t want any 


such affairs upon the pages of my album, I’m sure. Were this craze confined 
to locals alone, there would not be so much to say u subject, which 
would then be too contracted for many words to be wasted upon it, but, un 


fortunately, of late, all classes of old stamps are subjected to the indignity 
For instance, in a recent New York auction sale, I und, in the catajoyue 


thereof, particular stress laid upon the fact that certain stamps of the earlier 
issues of New South Wales were | 


ipon ‘portions of the original letters;” and, 
judging from the prices paid, collectors must have thought they had struck a 
bonanza. I secured one or two, where the figures were within reason; the sfamps 
are in my album, the ‘‘fortions” are where they belong, in the wast paper 
basket. 

As certificates of genuineness in the present instance the ‘* portions”’ wete 
no good, for I have never seen a Sydney View or Laureated New South Wales 
counterfeited in a manner that would deceive any but the merest tyro 

At the present time we are offered all sorts of stamps, current and obsolew, 
upon the original documents or portions thereof, and the thing is getting ruu 
into the ground. For instance, there lately passed through my hands, in one 
of the A. P. A. covers, a lot of envelopes addressed to a well-known dealer, 
to which were affixed the foreign stamps that paid the p ge on these 
envelopes. This dealer had kindly placed at the disposal of his fellow meim- 
bers of the A. P. A., a lot of common current stamps of no degree of rarity 
whatever, and because, forsooth, they were upon the original envelopes, he 
had advanced his regular prices about fifty per cent. Strange to say, too, he 
had tound purchasers for some of his fancy articles. Can absurdity be carried 


farther ? 
LOCALS. 
This word opens up before us a wide field of fact and fancy. 
I own to a pleasure in collecting the Locals of my own country, and to the 
great delight,that I have always experienced in the acquisition of a rarity in 
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this line. Asa rule, they are of the crudest, and most indifferent design and 
workmanship, and, therefore, may naturally be found counterfeited in a greate! 
or less degree of excellence. Reprints alsoabound to redundancy, I am sorry 
to say, and that, in a measure, has brought our Local Stamps into disrepute 

Still, to a person of experience, an original Local presents its distinctive 
points whereby its genuine character may be assured, and, if sufficient care 
and advice be taken, no one need be deceived. Of course many of these are 
virtually unattainable, but still there are many that may still be had for a small 
sum, and diligent research among files of old letters is continually bringing forth 
many stamps, that at one time were classed as even unique. Not only that, 
but every now and then we hear of a brand new one being discovered, to the 
great delight of the happy resuscitator; in fact the searcher for Locals never 
can tell when he may light upon a novelty, that would make the eye of a 
Philbrick or a Ferrary beam with delight. 

Taken all in all, United States and Confederate Locals are worthy of the 
utmost consideration at the hands of American philatelists, and deserve a 
prominent place in our albums. As for the so-called Hamburg Locals, they 
are frauds of the worst kind, and, so far as my researches upon the subject 
prove, they always have been; it is a matter of regret to see the “‘complete set 
of 116 varieties’’ still advertised for sale by certain prominent dealers. | 
wonder whether this fallacy will ever drop of its own weight, or whether it wil 
continue to press its way despite the now generally prevailing opinion con- 
cerning it. 

So far back as I can remember these things have been collected, and it is 
only recently even that spaces for them are no longer provided in our best 
albums. 

In the meantime, the full set may still be had for 25 cents. 

Much in the same category appear to me the emanations from the German 
and Scandinavian nations, which at present are waxing fat and multiplying 
before our eyes; there must be a demand for them, else whence the plentiful 
and varied supply? I firmly believe they are created solely forthe benefit (?) 
of collectors; hence they are tabooed from my album pages. 

As far as Russian Locals are concerned but little is known of them in this 
country, and few collect them. There has always beena considerable amount 
of interest manifested in them abroad, and there have been many discussions 
as to their nature, which, I believe, has settled down into a belief in thei 
philatelic claims to recognition. 

My own opinion is that they are just as collectible as our own Locals, but 
inasmuch as the line has to be drawn somewhere, and as they are not to be 
easily obtained in this country, I quietly pass them by, and devote the time 
which would be required for their proper study to something which is mor 
interesting and profitable from a philatelic point of view. 

There are next to be considered the stamps of the Native Indian States 
which have lately increased to a great extent; formerly these were considered 
as approximately locals, but since the fashion has been adopted of surcharging 
the name of the issuing State upon the regular issue for India, it seems as 
though they should be relegated to the same position that the Mexican stamps 
occupy (up to and including the 1882 issue), upon which may be found 
surcharged the name of the town in which the stamp is proposed to be used. 
Abroad, where they have plenty of time to devote to these fancies, considerable 
attention has always been paid to these Mexican surcharges, as well as to the 
Native Indian issues, but in this country, the idea of their collection does not 
meet with popular favor; and in this popular opinion, I heartily join., Kindly 
remember that I do not state that they are unworthy of admission into our 
albums, but that I simply adhere to my opinion as a matter of €xpediency. As for 
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the issues ot Afghanistan, Cashmere, etc., they are so indistinctly impressed, 
and, therefore, so difficult of comprehension, that I never really had the 
patience to study them up; doubtless, I should feel chagrin at this compul- 
sory admission, but, nevertheless, the facts are as stated, and, moreover, I 
have always felt that the large number of varieties were, in all probability, 
created almost solely to meet philatelic demands. I must confess, however, 
that I do not feel this ground as firm under my feet as I do some other phila- 
telic standpoints; and, perhaps some day, if I ever find the time, may look 
more deeply into the subject than I have hitherto ventured to do 


(To be continued.) 
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STAMPS OF PERI 
BY HENRY L. CALMAN 
( Continued.) 


APURIMAC., 








DMON.PRAL . DE || 


| CORREOS pet DEP pe 
APURIMAC 








1885. Provisional stamp of Peru, surcharged 


Correos del Dep’? de— Apurimac Abancas 


; , 
10 centavos gray, black surcharg* 


AYACUCHO 


‘u, surcharged Ayacu 
, black surcharge. 


of Peru of same date, 


‘charg 


CHALA. 


Aly 


1884. Regular issues of Peru, surcharge Cha/a i 


s centavos blue, black surcharge 


10 se slate, ‘‘ 
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CHICLAYO. 


1884. Regular issue of Peru, surcharged Franca in oval. 


5 centavos blue, black surcharge. 


CUZCO. 


1882. Provisional issue of Arequipa of same date, surcharged Cuze 
10 centavos blue, black surcharge. 

1883. Provisional issue of Arequipa of same date, surcharged ¢ 
ro centavos red, black surcharge. 


1884. Regular issues of Peru, surcharged Cuzco in oval. 
5 centavos blue, black surcharge. 
I <i slate, “ oi 
1885. Provisional issues of Peru, of same date, surcharged Cuz 


0 1n OVal. 
5 centavos olive, black surcharge. 
10 . slate, “ x5 


HUACHO. 


1884. Regular issues of Peru, surcharged with large T in circle 
5 centavos blue, black surcharge. 
6 ‘“ green, “ é< 


MOQUEGA. 


* 
1882. Provisional stamp of Arequipa of same year, surcharged Aoguega in 
oval surrounded by elongated octagon. 


1o centavos blue, violet surcharge. 
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1883. Provisional stamp of Arequipa of same date 
above. 
10 centavos red, violet sur harg« 


1884. Regular issues of Peru, surcharged as per « 
1 centavo orange, violet surcharge. 


““ “ 


s centavos blue, 
Provisional issues of Peru of 1881, with surcharge Union Postal Unive 


Yata, Peru, surcharged as above. 
1 centavo green, red and violet surcharge 
2 centavos carmine, blue and violet “ 
“ blue, red and violet 
““ ‘6 ‘ “ red 


c ‘6 

5 4“ 
1885. Provisional stamp of Peru of same year, surt 
10 centavos gray, violet surcharge. 


PAITA 


ar issues Of Peru surcharged Pavta in ova 


lue, violet surcharge 


ntavos D 


PASCO. 


PASCO) 


Peru, surcharged Pascoe in two concent! 











1884 Regular issues of 
ated octagons. 
5 centavos blue, red surcharge. 
1O oi slate, black i 
Surcharged with triangle No. 3 and Pasco, 
1 centavo orange, black and black surcharge. 


Surcharged with Union Postal Uniwersal, Plata, Lima,triangle No. 3 and 


Past O, 


2 centavos carmine, blue, black and black surcharge 


PISCO. 


1884. Regular issue of Peru, surcharged Pisco"in oval. 
5 centavos blue, black surcharge 
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PIURA. 


PIURA 


1884. Regular issues of Peru surcharged Piura in large type 
5 centavos blue, _ black surcharge. 

20 " carmine, “ 

50 ‘a green, 2 


“ 


“ 


Provisional] issues of Peru, with surcharge Union Postal Untuersal, Plata, 
Lima, surcharged Piura as above. 
1 centavo green, red and black surcharge. 
2 centavos carmine, blue and “ " 
“ blue, rq 4 “ 


PIURA 


Regular issues of Peru, surcharged Piura in small letters 
centavos blue, black surcharge. 
“ as violet $6 
carmine, black 
«6 blue ‘ 


5 


5 
5 


“sé 


Regular issue of Peru, surcharged Piura in oval. 
5 centavos blue, black surcharge. 

Regular issue of Peru, surcharged Piura Vapor, as per cut 
20 centavos carmine, black surcharge. 


PUA. 
Qa? 


Provisional! issue of Peru, with surcharge Union Postal Universal, Pla?., 
Lima, surcharged Piura Vapor as above. 
5 centavos blue, red and black surcharge. 


) 
PUNO. 


1882. Provisional stamp of Arequipa of same dgte, surcharged Puno M in 
double circle. 
10 centavos blue, violet surcharge. 
1883. Provisional stamp of Arequipa, of same year, surcharged as above. 
1o centavos red, blue surcharge. 
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1884. Regular issues of Peru, surcharged as pe 
1 centavo orange, violet surcharge 
2 centavos violet, “ “ 


5 blue, 


isional issue of Peru with surcharge of triangle No. 4, surcharged Pus 
I centavo orange, black and violet surcharge 
Provisional issues of Peru of same year, surchar 

5 centavos olive, black surcharge 


““ oTay sé ss 


YCA. 


1884. Regular issues of Peru, surcharged } 
1 centavo orange, violet surcharge 
2 centavos violet n 


’ 


5 - blue, 


black and black surcharg¢ 


With Union Postal Universal in horseshoe, and triangle N« 


] 


2 centavos, red, black, black and black surcharg« 


ge, black and black surcharge 
etter stamp of Peru, surchargedwith triangle Ni 


centavo brown, black and black surcharg« 


issues of Peru, surcharged Yea Vapor as per « 
1 centavo Orange, violet sure harge 
2 centavo violet, 


blue, 
carmin 
issues of Peru, with su 
triangle No. 3, surcharged }ca Vapor 
2 centavo red, black, black and black sur 
sional issue of Peru, with surcharge 
Vapor. 
1 centavo orange, black and biack surcharge 
Unpaid letter stamp of Peru, with surcharge of 
y, I Vapor. 
1 centavo brown, black and black surcharg« 


{ To be continued. 
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Read before the American Numismatic and Archceological 
Society, May 4th, 1888, by J. W. Scott. 
Mr. PRESIDENT AND GENTLEMEN OF THE SOCIETY: 

We are all collectors of paper money, the principal difference being that 
while the majority take the bills just as they come, a few among our number 
prefer a select proportion in old issues. ‘They give us pleasure in the accumu- 
lation and preservation, lead us into the study of history and, having near- 
ly all been repudiated by their makers, prevent us giving our assent to any 
great increase of the number now in circulation. ‘The paper which passes as 
money is subject to the same laws as that traded in as curiosities, an increase 
in the quantity over the demand lowers the value. 

Of the origin of paper money I can find no record, the various enclyclo- 
pedias I have consulted being singularly silent on the entire subject, although 
considerable space is given to Bills of Exchange which appear to have bee 
in use at the dawn of civil:zation, being found among the baked-tile records of 
Babylon and the papyri of the Egyptians. I leave out the Chinese because 
that wonderful people undoubtedly possessed all the material aids of civiliza- 
tion before Europe had emerged from barbarism, and it+is to her isolatir 
policy that Europe remained for so many centuries in darkness, het 
having to invent and discover for themselves the first elements of 
which had long been the property of the East. 

Bills of Exchange, originally invented to save the risk of moving large sun 
of money from place to place, must soon have commended themselves to rule: 
as a means of representing money which did not exist and thus securing a sem- 
blance of the real article which answered many of its purposes. 

In Washington Irving's “Conquest of Grenada’’ I find the following quaint 
narrative from the manuscript of Fray Antonio Agapida, a Spanish monk of 
the fifteenth century. After describing the capture of Alhama by the Count 
of Tendilla he goes on to say “that this Catholic cavalier at one time was dcs- 
titute of gold and silver, wherewith to pay the wages of his troops, and _ the 
soldiers murmured greatly, seeing that they had not the means of purchasing 
necessaries from the people of the town. In this dilemma, what does this most 
sagacious commander? He takes me a number of little morsels of paper, on 
the which he inscribes various sums, large and small, according to the nature 
of the case, and signs me them with his own hand and name. These did he 
give to the soldiery, in earnest of their pay. ‘How!’ you will say, ‘are soldiers 
to be paid with scraps of paper?” Even so, I answer, and well paid too, as I 
will presently make manifest; for the good count issued a proclamation, ord- 
ering the inhabitants of Alhama to take these morsels of paper for the f 
amount thereon inscribed, promising to redeem them at a future time w-th 
silver and gold, threatening severe punishment to all who should refuse. 1 
people having full confidence in his word, and trusting that he would be as 
willing to perform the one promise as he certainly was able to perform the 
other, took those curious morsels of paper without hesitation or demur. Thus, 
by a subtle and most miraculous kind of alehymy, did this Catholic cavalier 
turn worthless paper into precious gold, and make his- late impoverished gar- 
rison abound in money!”’ 

“It is but just to add, that the Count de Tendilla redeemed his promises, like 
a loyal knight; and this miracle, as it appeared in the eyes of Fray Antonio 
Agapida, is the first instance on record of paper money, which has since inun- 
dated the civilized world with unbounded opulence.”’ 

This issue took place in the spring of 1484. The oldest of bank bill 
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that has come under my notice was a Swedish note dated 1666; but I have a 
genuine piece of paper money, although it can scarcely be called a bill, which 
antedates this nearly one hundred years. ‘This is more properly a coin struck 
on card. It was used in the city of Leyden during the never to be forgotten 
seige of that city by the Spaniards in 1574, when the Prince of Orange cut the 
dykes which held back the water and so drowned more than 1000 of the enemy. 
Ihe obverse bears a heraldic lion rampant holding sword and shield, with arms of 
Leyden, two keys crossed above a crown, legend, Pvgno pro * patria * 1574. 
Reverse, Lvgdvnvm Batavorvm (the Latin name of the city) in wreath. The 
piece has been counter stamped with a small lion in oval. This is certainly a 
connecting link between coin and bank notes. 

The earliest issue of notes in this country is supplied by the colony of 
Massachusetts, the only value that has come down to us is ‘for go shillings 
which, in the liberality of their hearts, they have given an additional letter and 
spelled fourty; the date is November 21st, 1708. Before reviewing the various 
colonial issues, I shall describe the notes of the Continental Congress which 
are more fully illustrated by the collection which I have the pleasure of sub- 
mitting to your inspection. 

[ shall not waste your time by an extended account of the events which led 
to the issue of the bills now before me; suffice it to say that the sword was ut 
sheathed at Lexington forthe defence of American L iberty on the 1gth of Apri 
1775; and on the roth of May the second Continental Congress assembled, one 
of its first acts being to issue paper money of various denominations 
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These bills give abundant evidence of the haste with which they were pre- 
pared, being a combination of type with engraved borders and circular 
vignette having a Latin motto above. The bill reads The United Colonies (with 
value repeated) at top and bottom ; Continental Currency (with value repeat- 
ed) at each side; in body of note, ‘‘This bill entitles the bearer to receive 

Spanish milled doll: irs, or the value thereof, in gold or silver according to the 
resolutions of the congress held at Philadelphia the 10th of May, 1775,” with 
signatures below and number above vignette. The reverse bears a crude it 
tation of leaves of various trees, different on each value; with denomination 
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above; Philadelphia, printed by Hall and Sellers, 1775, below; the whole enclosed 
in a type border composed of pieces of various patterns evidently selected to 
add to the difficulty of countertciting. ‘he engraved parts were cut on type meta! 
by an English gun engraver named Smithers. ‘This style of work was adopted 
so that the bills could be rapidly produced on the ordinary printing presses 
then in use. The devices selected for the various values, (which were retained 
for the same denominations throughout the series,) are decidedly quaint and 
amusing, viewed in tne light of these latter days, but were evidently intended 
in dead earnest by the committee who designed and fitted each with an appro- 
priate Latin motto. The terrible warnings conveyed by the pictures were 
doubtless accepted as prophetic by the patriots. What effect they had on the 
invaders it is not hard to guess. 
The designs may be described as follows: 


S& 
“Sink = 


1 dollar: Acanthus plant sprouting up around a basket which is held dow 
by a heavy tile ; in reference to the classic legend giving the origin of the Cor- 
inthian capital in architecture. The motto, Depressa Resurgit “Though 
pressed down it will rise again.”” The lesson being that although the country had 
been kept down by a foreign power it would eventually rise in strength and beauty 


2 dollars ; a hand with flail about to thresh a sheaf of wheat. The mott 
Tribulatio Didat “Affliction enriches’ teaches that the hard blows they must 
expect to receive will eventually rebound to their own good. 

The following epigram from the Avening Post of Feb. 19th, 1778, shows that 
there are two ways of looking at a thing. 

That thrashing makes rich the Congress do know, 
Or else on their money they would not say so; 
But what kind of thrashing they do not explain, 
Whether beat by the English, or beating out grain; 
And since we're left dark, we may fairly conclude 
That both will enrich them, and both do them good. 
It is signed—A Maryland Loyalist. 
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3 dollars ; an aerial hynt between a crane and an eagle, in which the weaker 
while each bird has clasped the other’s 
claws and the eagle is uppermost, his neck is pierced by the long bill of the 
crane, making it exceedingly difficult for him to strike his antagonist. The 
motto, Exitus in dubio est “The end is in doubt.’’ While the first two designs 
are intended to give encouragement to the people this and the following two 
must be considered as a direct warning to England to let the Colonies alone or 
she will get hurt. 


bird has decidedly the best of it, for, 


4 dollars : a wild boar charging on a spear, motto, 
cora “Either death or an honorable life.’’ 


: a thorny bush which has been grasped by an open hand, from which 
s dropping. The motto Sustine vel abstine “Sustain 


OT a iin. 


6 dollars : a mammoth beaver gnawing at a small tree. The sizes should cer- 
tainly have been reversed, the motto being “Perseverando,” for very little of this 
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excellent quality would be required by such an animal to bring down such 
atree. However the moral is evidently intended to show that by persever- 
ance the greatest obstacles can be overthrown and England must not despise 
her seemingly weak adversary. 


7 dollars: a storm, such as they used to have before blizzards were invented, 
the rain coming straight down in thick streams over hill and valley while black 
clouds roll above. The motto Serenabit, “It will clear up,’’ or advising the 
people in the words of the song ‘‘wait till the clouds roll by.” 


8 dollars : a thirteen-stringed harp with motto Majora minoribus consonant, 
‘‘The greater and smaller ones all sound together,” probably to stitfen up the 
backbone of the smaller States. 


. . . Ad . . . 
20 dollars : the ocean with medizval device of a face blowing on it from out 
of the clouds. The motto Vi concitate “Driven by force,” the waves of 
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course representing the people ; the wind England, which is forcing them to 
rise up in self defence. 

The last bill differs from the rest of the series in every respect. ‘The shape 
is narrower and longer; it has no engraved borders, and is printed on differ- 
ent paper (white) and of better quality, while the left end is ‘‘marbled”’ in vari- 
ous colors similar tothe edges of books. The reverse also is different, having 
a circular vignette at left end; it is also the rarest note of the series, only 
11.800 bills having been printed, while 49.000 of all the other denominations 
were issued. 


On the 24th of July another million dollars in bills of the denominatio: 
$30.00 were printed, but the date on the note remained as before. The style 
is similar to low values on the obverse, while the reverse contains the vignettes 
of both sides of the $20.00 last described. The design on the face of the 
30.00 bill is a small tomb with a very large laurel wreath on it, with the motto 
i recte facies “If thou shall do well,” apparently betting two to one o1 
the wreath Force in his American Archives describes the device 
on an altar which is supposed to represent Congress. 

This issue is signed by two of the following pers 


> 
S 
+} 

I 


the other with b.ack ink. 


Thomas Barlow, 

Thomas Barclay, 

John Bayard, 

Andrew Bunner, Georg 

Thos. Coombe, James \\ 
William Craig, Anthony M 
Dan‘! Clymer, Luke Morris, 
Judah Foulke, Samuel Morris, 
Isaac Hazlehurst John M. Nesbit, 
William Jackson, James Reed, 
Robert S. Jon S, Robert Roberts 
Fred Kul l, J »hn Shee, 
Thos. Laurance ; in 

Ellis Lewis, 


rans , — 
Ihe second series of notes is of the 


eight dollars, the total issue being the sar 
They are dated Philadelphia, Novem er 29th, 
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The third series, dated Philadelphia, Feb. 17th, 1775, introduces four new 
values, which are confined to this issue, ’ The shape is upright instead of ob- 
long and the denominations % % ¥% and 2% of a dollar. The design 


3 iS 


the same on all, that of a sun dial with the word Fugio in the half circle, and 
‘*Mind your busine ss" below. The device is familiar to all coin collec- 
tors as that of the first American cent, while the reverse is equally well known 
from being found on the Continental pewter dollar. ‘The thirteen-linked 
chain, each bearing the name of a-State encircling a ring in glory, enscribed 
“ American Congress,”” in centre ‘‘we are one.’’ Certainly the designs o! 
these fractional bills are far superior to those employed on the higher values 
Another peculiarity of these notes consists in t.ere being three designs of 
fames to each value, which are marked respectively A B and C. They wer 
signed only once, and that in red ink. The other values of the series, from 
one to eight dollars, offer no peculiarities, but I will call your attention while 
examining the set to the silk threads in the paper, an invention for which | 
believe the government paid a big price to use in the paper on which the first 
issue Of National Bank Bills was printed, quite unconscious that this great 


invention had been utilized in the first bills issued in the name of the natio1 
Why don’t they try an admixture of talc or isinglass, as it is commonly called, 
in the pulp, which was also much used as a safeguard in the manufacture of 
paper for the Continental Bills. 

The Fourth, Fifth and Sixth series contain nothing particularly noteworthy, 
except that the one dollar bill is omitted from the first two, and the 
ig their place. Thedates are May gth, 1776, July 22d, 1776, Nove 
2d, 77 6, re spec tively. 

The Seventh series is noteworthy from the fact that they are dated 
timore, February 26th, 1777, the values remaining the same. 


The Eighth ‘series is the first on which the name is given as the United 


States, the old designation of United Colonies having been continued on the 
four series issued since the glorious fourth, when it was officially adopted 
This change in name was effected by a simple alteration of the borders, except 
in the case of the 30.00, where new top and bottom prices were prepared. It 
will be noted that the eight dollar value in my set is represented by a counter- 
fit. The set was issued at Philadelphia, and dated May 2oth, 1777. 

The Ninth series, dated at Yorktown, April 11th, 1778, are noteworthy both 
on account of their great rarity and for the substitution of 20.00, 30.00 and 
40.00 bills. (The latter value being the only one in the entire series with an 
English motto,) in place of the familiar 1, 2, and 3 dollars. The borders 
have been replaced by new ones of a less elaborate design, and the vignettes 
re-engraved in an inferior manner. Counterfeits of this rare issue are fre- 
quently met with, and they together with the eighth set were withdrawn from 
circulation on this account. 


3 
n 


n he 
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The design on the $40.00 bill is an altar with fire surrounded by thirteen 
stars with the all-seeing eye above, with ‘‘ Confederation” below on ribbon 
This is the only instance where the motto is given in English 

The Tenth series takes us back to Philadelphia, is dated September 26th, 
1778, and consists of the following values, 5., 6., 7., 8., 20., 30., 40., 50. and 
60. dollars. The engraving is the same as used for printing the last set. 


of stone 
representing the thirteen states. The motto Perennis, “ Everlasting.’’ One 
of the most appropriate devices of the series, and was sufficiently appreciated 
at that time to be selected as the device for the Great Seal of the United 
States where the pyramid has grown with the country, and is now composed 
of thirty-eight layers. 


50 dollars: an unfinished pyramid consisting of thirteen layers of 




















60 dollars: the world floating in the firmament, with motto Deus regnat 
exultet terra, ‘‘ The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice,” a quotation from 
the 97th Psalm, admonishing people to trust in God. 
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The Eleventh and last issue of Continental Bills wound up the series by 
giving the name of the government in full, “ The United States of North 
America,’’ but omitting the name of the city where issued ; the date is Jan 
uary 14th, 1779. As a safeguard against counterfeiting, an oblong band in the 
left border, and a section, usually diamond-shaped, of the vignette is printed 
in red; the device appears to have been quite successful, as a bogus note of 
this issue has never come under my observation; but this may be accounted 
for by the fact that the bills were not worth imitating as they were only 
accepted in payment at the rate of sevenand a half for one of silver. The values 
are as follows: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 20, 30, 35, 4°, 45, 50, 55, 60, 65, 7o and 80 
dollars. 

The undescribed values are as follows: 


35 dollars: a field with a plow in the foreground, three trees and cloud 
above. The motto Hinc opes, “ Hence our wealth,” calling attention to the 
fact that agriculture is the sure source of wealth. 


45 dollars: two bee-hives under a shed, bees at side and in front. Th 
motto Sic floret respublica, ‘‘ Thus flourishes the. Republic” Teaching that if 
they would prosper, they must follow the example.of the bees. 


ss dollars: the sun shining on a landscape and driving the black clouds 
away. The motto Post nubila phoebus, “After the clouds comes the sun” 
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and certainly the people needed all the encouragement they could derive irom 
the ever recurring phenomenon of the sunshine succeeding rain to sustair 


them under the increasing burdens of the war. 


65 dollars : a hand from heaven holding a pair of scales over the earth. 
The motto Fiat justitia, “ Let Justice be done,” calling attention of all to the 


fact that their cause is just and that they must place their reliance on God 


7o dollars: a single tree growing on ahill top. The motto Vim procellé 
quadrennium sustinuit. ‘‘ For four years it has sustained the f 
storms.” The tree represents the Unite:! States which after four 
still remained strong and upright a sign full of encouragement fo 


— 


80 dollars a larg and strong tree firmiy rooted and its branch 
he space above. Che motto Et in secula seculorum florescebit. 
flourish forever and ever.’"’ The last and highest denomination of 


it closes with a prophetic announcement which every day gives stt 


dence of being fulfilled. 

lhe Continental money went the way of nearly all promises t 
are not backed up by something more substantial than promises 
ssued in small amounts, it increased in the space of four years ar 
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to the sum of 242,060,780, and decreased in value in about the same propor- 
tion, as will be seen by the following table of its value, in comparison wit! 
100.00 in specie in January of each year in which it remained in circulation, 
1777, $105, 1778, $325, 1779, $742, 1780, $2,934, 1781, $7,400. At this later 
date calico sold at $85.00 per yard, handkerchiefs at $100.00 each and other goods 
at like prices. With all its faults it accomplished the purpose for which it 
was issued and supplied the sinews of war for fighting to a successful temina- 
tion the richest nation in the world. 

One of the greatest obstacles to the success of the bills was the large num- 
ber of counterfeits which flooded the country, many of which were issued as a 
war measure by the British, as will be seen by the following advertisement 
taken from the New York Mercury of April 14th, 1777. “Advertisement. 
Persons going into other colonies may be supplied with any number of coun- 
terfeit Congress notes for the price of the paper per ream. ‘They are so 
neatly executed that there is no risk in getting them off, it being almost 
impossible to discover that they are not genuine. This has been proven by 
bills to a very large amount which have already been successfully circulated. 
Inquire of Q. E. D. at the Coffee House from 11 A. M. to 4 P. M. during the 
present month.”’ 

The accompanying sheet of counterfeits may contaiu some of the bi 


advertised by Mr Q. E. D., which he was so anxious some one else wot 


“ 


id 
11 


demonstrate the circulating capacity of. The next sheet represents the coun 
terfoil, being bills printed from the genuine plates on blue paper and unsigned; 
they were sent by the government to prominent parties to be used for com 
parison with suspected bills. 

I cannot do better than close this part of my subject with a clippi 
an old paper; unfortunately I cannot recall its name at this time. 


lipping 


Sacred to the Memory of a Continental Bill 
which departed this life Sept. gth, 1782, aged five years and eight months. 
Stop reader and contemplate the fate of all mortal things. 
This promising child was honorably descended, being got by Public Credit on Public Spirit 
Jan. 2, anno Domini, 1776. Though born in a dark and gloomy hour, 
and of apparently weakly constitution it once bid fair long to live 
an honor to its parents, and useful to mankind. 

Young as it was, America will not disdain to own uncommon obligations to this child, 
and its numerous brethren and sisters, all of whom, though born at different times 
expired at the same instant and are buried in the same grave. 

T +: tears of widows and orphans of helpless age and feeble infancy 
have plentifully flowed on this sad occasion. 

Having long stood the open assaults of its enemies, and these not a few, 
it fell ultimately by poison secretly administered by the hand of a false professing friend. 
Vain were the attempts of five skillful physicians even to protract its fate. 

While they were prescribing alas! the patient died. 
For the benefit of a posterity which will never be born, and to preserve from a like untimely 
death those who will never live, they have published their prescription. 
Reader ! if thou canst restrain thy indignation, do not curse 
the authors of this sad catastrophe ; but admire the bounty of Providence, 
which has bestowed such large portions of patience and resignation 
on the Whigs of America, that they can starve without repining, 

and kiss the hand that dashes from their lips, the cupf earthly comforts. 


(Tu be continued.) 
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1E NATIONAL PHILATELIC 
4 sides FV w4A LA A a she 4A 44 4 Ades Avda d 4 


EIGHTH REGULAR MEETING. 


New ) 
he meeting was called to order at 8:10 P. M. by President Joseph 
Rechert. Messrs. Terret, Bogert, Corwin, Strauss, Collin, Morton, Adenaw, 
Reppen, Myenberg, Seeligsberg, Aue, and as visitor, Henry Gremmel, present. 
Mr. W. Seeligsberg officiated as Secretary pro tem., owing to the absence, 
through illness, of Mr. Warner. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read, and on motion adopted. 
. The matter of nominating candidates for the elective offices of the A. P. A 
was then taken up, and the following ticket was unanimously endorsed as 
the choice of the members of the National Philatelical Society. — 
For President: John K. Tiffany ; for Vice-President: W C. Vanderli 
Secretary: Henry O. Harris; for Treasurer: H. B. Seagrave; Ir 
retary: Joseph Rechert 


\ nteresting article from the PAtlutelic R 


then read by Mr. Bogert. ‘The article referred to a 


literature throughout the world, and on motion a committe: 

ing gentle 
men were appointed on the Committee: Messrs Bogert, Aue and Morto. 
Mr. Bogert was thanked for the able manner in which he brought the matter 
before the Society. 

Che book-case donated by Mr. Rich was greatly admired by all. Mr 
the Librarian, took charge of it. 

On motion of Mr. Corwin, it was resolvedto have a list of names 
members of the National Philatelical Society printed in our official 
‘HE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY.* 

Che following rarities and novelties were exhibited by Mr. Rechert. 

The new Br.tish Bechuanaland 1 d. surcharged P.C. The New Dutch 
Indies 7% c., P. C.; also a curiosity in the shape of a post-card on parchment 
paper from Nepaul. Furthermore, a half penny green Gambia stamp, Guyan« 
Francaise roc. on 75c. carmine, 1888. The new Turkish stamps, 5 p., 20 p 
and 2 pia. 


devise the best method of aiding it the compilation 


Mr. Henry Collin showed a great rarity consisting of a strip of five different 
Varities, rst issue, 5 ct., Tolima; also the new officially sealed Mexican stamp 
with the word ‘** Mexico’’ erased; also the Congo 15 ct. P. C. 

Mr. Rechert handed to our librarian the copy of Dr. M. P. Kloss’ book on 
U.S. envelopes donated by the author for our library, which was accepted 
with thanks. 

The meeting then adjourned at 10 P. M 

WM. SEELIGSBERG, Secretary /7 


b 


ishers Cannot insert the list in this number 


/ 


~rrrr ser" OTT 
jay? Lj ‘ 
4444441 4 dvds d 4 


BRANCH 


59th REGULAR MEETING 
Stapleton, May 16th, 1888. 


Present: Mr. Aug. Dejonge, Chairman. Messrs. E. L. Schumann, J. 
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Herzog, von Hodenberg, Dr. Odendall, Oscar Dejonge, Dr. Von During,*G 
Kaufmann, Guttzeit and H. Clotz. As guests, Messrs. Furmanns, Hammers 
dorff and Poel. 

The minutes of the 58th meeting were adopted as read. 

The Executive Committee reported favorably on Messrs. C. B. Corwin, 
Hermann Hagedorn and H. N. Johnson, and all were unanimously elected. 

The Stamp Album, donated by Mr. Aug. Dejonge, was handed over to the 
Secretary for safe keeping. 

Stamps for the Album were contributed by the following members : 
Messrs. Aug. Dejonge, Schumann, Clotz, Herzog, Kaufman, Dr. Von During, 
von Hodenberg, Dr. Odendall and Guttzeit. 

On motion of Mr. Guttzeit, a vote of thanks was tendered to the President. 

The Secretary read a communication from the Minnesota Branch A. P. A., 
notifying the Society of their ticket for officers for the A. P. A. 

Mr. Schumann reported for the Committee on Revision and proposed the 
following alteration of the Constitution and By-laws : 

Page 4, Art. III. Secs5 shall read: “The second class (corresponding 
members) shall consist of those who reside outside of the United States.”’ 

To be inserted ‘on page 12 of the By laws: 


ARTICLE X. 
Deceased Members. 


The Society will take proper steps to dispose of collections of deceased 
members to the best advantage, for the benefit of the heirs, if they should so 
desire, to prevent a sacrifice*of the property. 

Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Schumann’s report for the Committee on the Permanent Album was 
adopted on motion of Dr. Odendall. 

Election of officers for 1888-89. 

Mr. Herzog moved that the following ticket be voted for and elected a 
whole. 

Mr. Aug. Dejonge, for President ; 

Mr. E. Kaufmann, for Vice President ; 

Dr. G. Odendall, for Secretary and Librarian ; 

Mr. Henry Clotz, for ‘Treasurer ; 

Mr. E. L. Schumann, for Manager of Exchange ; 

Messrs. von Hodenberg, van der Willigen, C. Witt, for Executive Committe: 

The motion was seconded and unanimously carried. 

All the elected officers accepted with thanks, and the President in an ela 
borate speech gave a summary of the Society’s doings during the years 1887 
88, which was listened to by all with the greatest interest. 

Mr. Schumann presented two lots of stamps for lottery; the 1 lepton and 2 
lepta of the new issue of Greece. The iucky winners were Messrs. Herzog 
and von Hodenberg. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to Mr. Schumann. 

Meeting adjourned. 

All communications relating to exchange, address to E. L. Schumann, 115 
Broadway, New York, and matters pertaining to the Society, to 

Dr. G. ODENDALL, Secretary, 
P. O. Box 520. Stapleton, Richmond Co., N. Y. 
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TRE? 


JVUL Lw 


Mr. E. L. Schumann has shown us the entire set of new Gr 
Mr. Thorne the new Argentine soc. and letter cards 


In our May chronicle we have given the wrong date and type number for 
Argentine No. 91. The date should be 1888 instead of 1880, and number of 
“1 
Al 


1 


lustration 1945 instead of 1961. 
Turkey No. 175, chronicled in our last number, should be 20 paras instead 


yf 5 paras. 


The issue of Canadian official envelopes and cards has been officially 
contradicted. 


British Bechuanaland £1 and /5, catalogued as g , shou!d have bee 


announced as violet. 

In order to facilitate the binding of 12 numbers of ir Journal into one 
volume without causing an overlapping of two years, we have decided to issue 
No. 6 on the 15th of June, thus making 12 numbers for 1888. 


In the present number Mr. Corwin takes the publishers to task for having 


admitted spaces for revenue stamps in the International Album However, 


we had already decided to omit these stamps in our next edition, and the 
ninth edition of the Album in question will not contain spaces for any revenue 


il 


stamps whatever. 


We would warn all! collectors against purchasing any of the 4 reales E 
dor with eagle to right. We have always held that these were frauds and 
now thoroughly investigating the matter. In our next number we will giv 


no 


full exposition of the facts, and our reasons for the warning given herein. 


chronicled two Barbado \ tamps used 


uncement was based on it of th F re Poste but we 


these stamps are frau and \ herel vithdraw the 


UCTION SALES. 
\s a finishing t > most successful auction sea 
ectors, the Scott Stamp & Coin Co., L’d, offers a magnifi 
stamps to be sold at Bangs & Co., on June 13th. The stamps are the 
property of Messrs. Phillips and Shorthouse, and the catalogue enumerates a 
long list of rare and desirable specimens. 

We may mention; New Haven, signed reprint; Providence, 1oc; St. Louis, 
roc, dies A. & B.; British Guiana, 4c magenta, ship in oblong; Cabul, 8 sh, 
ist issue; Mauritius, 4 pence, provisional; Newfoundland, 1 shilling, vermilion, 
unused; Geneva, roc on original letter; Antioquia, 1&68, 1 peso 

Catalogues may be obtained of the publishers of this journal, and of all 
other prominent stamp dealers. 
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ADDENDA TO STAMP CATALOGUE. 


497TH EDITION. 





INCLUDES ALL NEW ISSUES. 


ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


Loan Vv 05 


1962 1961 1960 
Perforated. 


58 1888 1999 50Cc blue 


OFFICIAL STAMPS. 


Vr S 


(7 
\< 


‘er for ated. 
BLACK SURCHARGI 
1888 1991 8cjlake 
ENVELOPE STAMIS. 


1888 1961 5c vermilion 


AUSTRIA. 
AUSTRIAN POST OFFICES IN THE LEVAN1 
Perforated. 
10 pa on 3 kr green 
20 paons kr ruse 
I pia on 10 kr blue 
2 pia on 20 kr gray 
5 pia on §0 kr violet 
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BRAZIL. 


ISd5 1992 


1993 


CEYLON. 


ENVELOPE STAMPS 


ECUADOR. 
OFFICIAL STAMPS 
ULAR ISSUES SURCHARGED 
Perforated. 


62¢ 20C siate 


FRENCH COLONIES. 
Cochin China. 


Per orale Z 


t29 1888 1995 15c on half of 30c brown on bistre 


Martinique. 
Perfor ate 7. 


275 1888 1808 o1c on 20c red on gree! 
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GREECE. 


2 | bistre 
40 | lilac 


GRENADA. 


Perforated 
20 1888 1831 4p on 2 sh orange 


INDIA. 


NATIVE GRAYISH LAID PAPER 


1865 1971 %a black 
“ 1972 Ia o 
“ . 1a 
/ r 
r 


blue 
black 
blue 


I 


1973 A 
“ 1/7 
44 
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1506 
1567 


iZ: 
4 
% a orange 
¥% a green 
¥% a black 
1a blue 
1a red 

I a orange 
I a green 
1 a black 


a bl 


a orange 
a emerald gr I 
i I aida green 


orTreen 


y 
a sage g 


N 


I «a Orange 


4 


1 a emerald green 


tN 


to 
oo ™ 


I a Sage green 
4 T orange 


4 r emerald green 


N 


I 


4 


4a yellow 


e) 


a Sage green 


N 


1 a Slate blue 
ly r brick red 


4 


> 
) 
> 
~) 
) 
. 
) 
> 
] 
> 
3 


wm & Ww 


ROPEAN WHITI 


1976 
Perforated. 
% a red 
4 a violet 


I a red 
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o 


Hp UTP SEs, 


Unperforate / 


red 


“ 


wm 


violet 
slate 
1977 a red 
- a lilac 
1979 a red 
” a violet 
“s indigo 
1980 a red 


wm onwvuvisi 
oomou 


oO 


| 


rHIN WOVE PAPER 
1978 a red 
1976 
1977 
1979 
1980 
1981 


nu ue 
o0oou oe 


uw 
oO 


1978 4 a brown 

1976 a yellow 

1977 greenish gray 
1979 red on yellow 
1980 a deep green 
1981 blue 

1982 a yellow 

1978 blue 

1979 1 a olive brown 
1980 4 a gray green 
1982a 4 a vermilion 


+ 


wN*NNN NN 
OMS Or OAM + WwW 
~1 ul 
wm omul 


OFFICIAL STAMPS. 


’ 


u 
- 


1976 % a black 
1977 ae = 
1979 a” 


wn 
wn 
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THIN PAPE} 


1978 % a black 
1976 ‘E Gms 


nn > 


1977 


nuwwnn 
=~ 


1979 
1980 


uv 
oOo om 


Kashmir. 


NATIVE PAPE} 


1992 
1954 
1QO5 
1080 
1997 
19558 
1997 


1985 


a OTangt 

2 a olive 

1 a grayish gree 
a red 
i dark orange 
a dark orange 
a yellow 


a emerald green 
EUROPEAN LAI 


a black 

a blue 

a orange 

a ochre 

a sage green 
a red 
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EUROPEAN WOVE PAPER. 
1988 1a orange 
1984 44 green 
1985 S8ared 
NATIVE PAPER 
1983 4 a lilac 
1987 % 6 


JAMAICA. 


REVENUES USED AS POSTAGE. 
Perforated. 


1998 3p mauve 


_— 


2/100 RE 
Perforated. 


983 5or blue 


MEXICO. 


1996 10438 


Pin Perforation. 


* 


157 1888 1996 1c On 2c scarlet, blue surcharge 
158 1043 2c scarlet 
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RULED PAPE} 


Perforated 


Pin Perf 


scarlet 


ENVELOVE STAMPS 


20C scarlet 


OFFICIAL ENVELOPE STAMPS 


382 1886 


ST. CHRISTOPHER. 


Perf rated 


15 1888 2002 tpon 2%p blue 
16 rT 2003 Ip “ 6 ‘ 
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SHANGHAI. 


1997 


Perforated. 


32a 1877 1369 1 cand rose (error) 
nae | 20 Cash gray 
6 = = 60 ai rose 


U. S. COLOMBIA. 


Perforated. 


136 1888 1894 5 pesos buff 


Santander. 


682a 1886 1645 10c blue (error) 





